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Announcing A HOPE for RI’s Refugees 

Friends may remember Dr. Umer Akbar’s talk on Islam from last May. In the 

intervening months, he and others in the Providence Muslim community have been at 

work establishing a new volunteer organization to assist with refugee families who 

are arriving in Rhode Island to begin new lives.  The nonprofit is called A HOPE, which 

stands for Americans Helping Others ProspEr, and its home on the web is at 

www.ahopeRI.com. The organization is working closely with Dorcas International to 

help prepare for, greet, and support families as they transition to their new homes. 

Through A HOPE’s volunteer support this year, Dorcas was able to accept and settle  

(continued on page 3) 

Pendle Hill’s Educational Opportunities Serve Quakers Near and Far 

In Lancashire, England, a sloping plateau stretches high above the green countryside. 

Looking out from its summit in 1652, George Fox famously envisioned “a great people 

to be gathered” (Journal of George Fox, Chapter 6). Nearly three centuries later, in 

1930, Quaker spiritual leaders sought to establish a Quaker center for spiritual 

education and experiential learning in Wallingford, PA. As the center’s first director, 

Henry Hodgkin, wrote, “The name of Pendle  Hill symbolizes the call to climb to 

spiritual heights through hard thinking and self-discipline…to see deeper into the 

meaning of life and farther out into the great world, and to come down, as did Fox 

from Pendle Hill, with a fresh zest for the service which reaches to ‘that of God’ in 

all…” (Pendle Hill: An Experiment in Life and Education, p. 3).  

Today, Pendle Hill is well known to Friends for its longstanding traditions of publishing 

and education, and for its unique retreats, workshops, and onsite programming. 

Quakers and seekers visit the center to take part in spiritual retreats, weekend 

workshops, conferences, month-long institutes, and special lectures, and to make use 

of its resources, from its extensive bookstore to its studio spaces. Leaders, scholars 

and artists come to stay for extended periods, contributing to the center’s diversity 

and community and sharing their work and practice with the Pendle Hill community.  

A trip to Pennsylvania may not be feasible for all who might wish to take advantage of 

these opportunities, however. In June of this year, under the leadership of its new 

Director of Education, Steve Chase (known to many in New England for his work with 

the Transition Movement), Pendle Hill launched Quaker Studies Online, a program 

that brings the center’s rich offerings to Meetings and individuals all over the country 

and beyond. These courses “are designed for spiritual seekers who want to engage in 

personal reflection, 

(continued on page 3) 
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CALENDAR 

Saturday, October 15 

10 am-12:15, Saylesvil le 
Meetinghouse Bookswap 
10 am-2 pm, Moses Brown 
School Open House 

 
Sunday, October 16 
 12 pm, Worcester 

Meetinghouse, 901 
Pleasant St., Worcester 
Rhode Island-Smithfield 
Quarterly Meeting  

 
Sunday, October 23 
 3 pm, Providence 

Meetinghouse 
 Sacred Harp Singing  
 
Sunday, October 30 

 9:45 am, Providence 

Meeting House  

 Intergenerational Worship 
Service (silent 

meeting/FDS begins at 
10:15) 

 
Sunday, November 5  

 11 am, Providence 
Meetinghouse 

 Monthly Potluck 

 
Monday, November 6 
 1-3 pm, Lincoln School  
 Open House 

 
Sunday, November 12 
 12 pm, Providence 

Meetinghouse 

 Meeting for Business 
(Childcare to be provided) 

 

Saturday, December 17 
 5 pm, Providence 

Meetinghouse 
 Christmas Gathering 

 

 

 

http://www.ahoperi.com/
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Providence Monthly Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business  

Minutes, 9th Tenth Month, 2016   

 

   

 
 
As no issues or concerns requiring discernment were brought forward by Friends this month, the scheduled  
 
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business for Tenth Month was cancelled.  
 
We will meet next on the 13th Day of 11th Month in Providence.  
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Pendle  Hill (cont’d from page 1) 

focused study, and deep dialog within lively communities of learners guided by seasoned Quaker educators” 
(PendleHill.org/learn/quaker-studies-online/).  The courses’ readings draw on Pendle Hill publications and 
involve webinar discussions and ongoing dialog with leading Quakers and activists, as well as with other 
participants. The online courses’ tuition is discounted for multiple participants, and special group rates may be 

arranged. 

Beginning January 9 through April 2, Steve Chase and Marcelle Martin will offer a course called “Expl oring the 
Quaker Way”. According to the website, the course “is for seekers, attenders, and interested members of 
Friends meetings who want to: 1) deepen their understanding of the ‘unprogrammed’ Quaker tradition; 2)  
better understand the spiritual journey common among early and current Friends; 3) reflect on their own 
spiritual journeys within this simple, radical, and contemporary spiritual path; and 4) become more familiar 
with key elements of fostering vibrant and caring Quaker communities.” Other courses may be proposed 

according to Meetings’ needs and interests. 

If members of the Providence Monthly Meeting community would be interested in pursuing education at 
Pendle Hill through Quaker Studies Online or through the center’s many other venues, please contact Penny 
Jackim (pennyjackim@me.com) or come share your thoughts at the next meeting of the Peace and Social 

Concerns committee (11:30 am, October 23). 

 

A HOPE for Refugees (cont’d from page 1) 

fifteen more individuals in the area than projected for FY 2015-2016. Dozens more families will be arriving in 
the coming months, and A HOPE and Dorcas International will continue their work to welcome and support 
them through that process. 

Community members can help in several ways. 

1. Monetary donations.  A HOPE makes this very easy through PayPal donations on their website. 

2. Donations of goods. In particular, there is a need for blankets and bedding (twin or queen sized), 
toiletries and hygiene products (e.g., toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, soap), cleaning supplies 
(laundry and dish detergent, brooms, mops, sponges, cleaners, etc.)  There is a box on the bench 
outside the meeting room door where small donations can be made; if you have larger donations, 
contact Jen McFadden (jenniferlamm@gmail.com) to make arrangements for a pickup. 

3. Donations through A HOPE’s Amazon.com wishlist. This is a good way to ensure that you’re giving 
exactly what is needed. You can find the wishlist by going to the organization’s website 
(www.ahoperi.com) and clicking on “Donate”. You’ll find a link to a list of items that are specifically 
needed in a variety of price ranges. Have the purchased items delivered to your own address, bring 
them to Meeting, and Jen McFadden will convey them to A HOPE’s storage facilities. 

4. Volunteering your time and/or talents.  You can sign up at A HOPE’s website; particular areas of 
interest are: home setup; furniture collection; community outreach; media team; and social support.  

If you have further questions or would like to learn more, please contact Jen McFadden.  

 

 
 

mailto:pennyjackim@me.com)
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Around the Meeting 

 
Announcing an Interfaith Conversation about Refugee Resettlement 

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church is hosting an Interfaith Service on Tuesday, November 22 at 7pm. The 

speaker will be Kathleen Cloutier, Executive Director of Dorcas International Institute. This will be a faith-

based community conversation about refugee resettlement work, their plight, and their role in our 

communities. A reception will follow the service. 

Artwork by Betsy Zimmerman is on 

display at the Hamilton House 

through the end of October in an 

exhibit titled “Women Printing.”  

(Work by Carol Strause FitzSimonds 

is also featured.) Stop by the show 

Monday through Friday, 9am to 4 

pm, at 276 Angell St., Providence.  

 A small group of PMM parents will  

take part in a virtual workshop and 

discussion series, “Parenting 

Creatively in a Quakerly Manner”, 

which gets underway this month. Led 

by Harriet Heath, the 5-week series 

aims to help parents deal with their 

unique challenges and concerns using 

Quaker faith and process. The small 

group of participants meets weekly 

beginning Oct. 20.  

The Meeting room in the Providence 

Meetinghouse was fi lmed for Sacred 

Spaces of New England, a project by 

media artist Seth Thompson, 

Associate Professor of Art and Design 

at American University of Sharjah, 

United Arab Emirates. The panoramic 

imaging documents the beauty and 

simplicity of our familiar space. See 

it—and lots of other sacred spaces—

by visiting the following website and 

clicking on “Projects”: 

http://seththompson.info. Saylesville’s 

Meetinghouse has also been fi lmed 

and may appear on the website soon, 

and the Conanicut Meetinghouse is 

slated to be fi lmed next summer. Keep 

checking back for updates!  

 

Providence Friends Schools Hold Open Houses 

Families who attend Meeting may like to know that both Lincoln and Moses Brown Schools will be hosting 

open houses in the next few weeks. These events offer an opportunity for parents to visit the campuses, 

meet faculty, and learn about what makes a Quaker education special. 

Moses Brown School: October 15, 10am-2pm 

Lincoln School: November 6, 1-3pm. 

It’s always helpful to let them know you are an attender or member at Providence when you register. If 

you have questions, you can contact Betsy Zimmerman at erbzim@gmail.com. 

 

***CORRECTION*** 

In the September edition of the Provident Friend, an article misstated the title and presenters of a worksho p 

hosted at Woolman Hill and attended by Cindy Fanning. The program was simply called “Conflict 

Transformation Workshop,” and it was given by the New York Yearly Meeting Committee on Conflict 

Transformation (not by New England Yearly Meeting, as originally  reported). The editor regrets the error. 

 

http://seththompson.info/
mailto:erbzim@gmail.com
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First, a disclosure: Among Meeting's members and attenders I may be one of the few persons who has 

served on active duty in the military. In my case it was in the U.S.  Navy as a physician in the Medical 

Corps, from 1970 to 1972, stationed in Washington, DC.  This experience plus the fact that my father, 

both my uncles, and my son all served may account for my interest in some aspects of military history 

despite my conviction that war is an abomination and that it's worthwhile to support all reasonable 

efforts to stop current wars and prevent them in the future.  

Clinton Romesha's Red Platoon: A True Story of American Valor (Dutton, 2016) describes what later 

became known as the Battle of Kamdesh, a 12-hour attack by Taliban insurgents that took place in 

October 2009 on Combat Outpost Keating, a small, remote, appallingly vulnerable base in Afghanistan. 

The book is a first-person account of the events leading up to and occurring during that engagement, 

told vividly in the raw language that one would expect under the  circumstances.  During the attack, 

the soldiers based at Keating were vastly outnumbered, and the base was invaded and in danger of 

being overrun were it not for the air support that finally arrived and turned back the attackers. Eight 

American and four Afghan soldiers lost their lives, as did many of the insurgents. The base was shut 

down shortly thereafter, with the belated realization that it was indefensible. 

Romesha was born in California to a family with a long military tradition. He enlisted in the Army in 

1999 at age 18, served in various posts including assignments in Iraq and Afghanistan, and rose to the 

rank of Staff Sergeant. He left the Army in 2011 at age 29. In 2013 President Obama presented him 

with the Medal of Honor related to his actions during the battle at Keating. He currently lives in North 

Dakota with his family. 

The book raises some disturbing questions: Would you want any of your children to face the kind of 

situation that took place at Combat Outpost Keating? Would any congressperson be willing to send his 

or her child into such a situation? Having created a warrior class of trained killers, can we successfully 

integrate these people back into civilian society after their service has ended?  

I believe the book is worth reading because it provides a seldom-described picture of the kinds of 

hardships some of our troops have had to endure during their deployments. What's happening in 

Afghanistan receives little news coverage these days, but the war is continuing. In 2010 we had 

around 100,000 military personnel there, but we still have about 9800 today. Thus far, more than 

2300 military personnel have been killed along with more than 1100 civilian contractors and more 

than 26,000 Afghan civilians, to say nothing of the many who struggle to live with the wounds of war, 

both physical and psychological. We've been in Afghanistan since 2001; isn't it time for us to get out?  

If you’ve read something recently that might be of interest to the Meeting community , or that touched you 

personally or spiritually in some way, please consider submitting a Book Note! Contributors of all ages and 

interests are welcome. Contact providentfriend@providencefriends.org..  

 

  

Book Notes: Clinton Romesha’s Red Platoon 
Submitted by Dan Lederer 
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Updates from FCNL Young Fellow Rebecca Harris 

Rebecca Harris, a recent Brown University graduate and attender of PMM, is now serving Friends 
Committee on National Legislation in the capacity of Young Fellow. This week brought her back to 
Brown University to moderate an October 13 panel discussion on income inequality and to offer an 
information session on FCNL’s annual Spring Lobby Weekend, which brings young adults to 
Washington, DC to lobby for social justice. Rebecca will be attending Meeting for Worship on Oct. 
16 and will be available during coffee hour to answer questions about FCNL, its Young Fellows 
program, and its ambitious Capital Campaign, which seeks to support the next generation of 
grassroots advocacy and enable greater participation in civil dialogue on issues that matter to 

Friends and to the world.  

 

What’s New in First Day School: A New Feature from the FDS Committee 

Parents and FDS committee members met in September to discuss curriculum, logistics, and hopes and 

expectations for the coming year. Both parents and teachers expressed an interest in communication 

about FDS activities and lessons, so periodic updates will appear in the Provident Friend.  This academic 

year, FDS is focused on a curriculum on Integrity, using resources created by New England Yearly 

Meeting as well as supplementary materials compiled by our own FDS volunteers. (Parents who’d like to 

explore the NEYM resources can find them at http://neym.org/qye/fds/lessons/integrity/ -- or Google 

“NEYM Integrity Curriculum.”) These resources and activities focus on four aspects of integrity: truth 

telling, authenticity, faithfulness/loyalty to Truth, and corporate action (communal accountability to the 

Truth). The lessons are designed for mid- and upper-elementary students and older, so our FDS teachers 

are modifying them for our younger learners as needed. We have recently begun to offer two concurrent 

classes, one for our youngest kids (ages 4-5 or so) and one for those ages 6 and over. The Meeting has 

engaged Brown University students Anna Guo and Jake Kuhn as assistants in the two classes, and our 

teachers and children have appreciated their participation. On First First Days of each month we hold a 

special discussion class upstairs for our junior-high and upper elementary children. In October, lessons, 

games and activities will focus on authenticity and values. FDS kids will be asking themselves, What ARE 

my values? What does it mean to live by them? What happens when values differ? What are different 

ways of determining “success”? At home, books, stories, and conversations could explore these themes.  

Some FDS dates to look forward to: 

Oct. 30 – Intergenerational Worship 9:45-10:15; FDS and silent worship follow at 10:15. Older 
children or adults who would be willing to take part in the intergenerational worship service 
should contact Galen McNemar Hamann at ghamann@mosesbrown.org.  

Nov. 13 – Christmas Program preparations begin (and continue Nov. 20, 27, Dec. 4, 11) 

Saturday, Dec. 17 – Providence Meeting Christmas Gathering, 5 pm. Children will arrive at 3 pm 
for a final rehearsal; snacks will be available to tide over hungry tummies. A festive holiday 
potluck will follow the program at 6 pm. 

http://neym.org/qye/fds/lessons/integrity/%20--%20or%20Google
http://neym.org/qye/fds/lessons/integrity/%20--%20or%20Google
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Providence Monthly Meeting - Contacts 
 
Providence Meeting (401) 331-4218  http://providencefriends.org 

99 Morris Avenue, Providence, RI  02906 
 

Presiding Clerk:  Mike Hirtle  clerk@providencefriends.org 
Assistant Presiding Clerk: Dan Lederer   assistclerk@providencefriends.org 
Recording Clerk:  Betsy Cazden recordingclerk@providencefriends.org 
Treasurer:  Peter Swaszek  treasurer@providencefriends.org 
Ministry & Counsel:  David Bourns ministryandcounsel@providencefriends.org 
Pastoral Care Committee:  Phebe Howland pastoralcare@providencefriends.org 
Finance:  Dan Lederer  finance@providencefriends.org 

Peace & Social Concerns: Steve Schwartz peaceandsocial@providencefriends.org 
Social & Hospitality:  Dede Carlsten and Kim Wiegand 
                              socialandhospitality@providencefriends.org 
Religious Education: Betsy Zimmerman   
                              religioused@providencefriends.org 
Communications:  Dan Lederer  communications@providencefriends.org 
Program Committee: Nina Berry  program@providencefriends.org 
Marriage Clearness:  Erin Hazlett  marriage@providencefriends.org 
Library:  Rebecca Smith  library@providencefriends.org 
Archive:  archivist@providencefriends.org 
Property:  Bob Elliott and Nina Berry property@providencefriends.org 

Funeral & Burial:  Matt Hackman  funeralandburial@providencefriends.org 
Newsletter:  Jen McFadden  providentfriend@providencefriends.org 
Email list moderator:  Dan Lederer list@providencefriends.org 
Website: webclerk@providencefriends.org 
Moses Brown School Liaison:  Betsy Zimmerman  liaison@providencefriends.org 
Young Adult Friends: (To Be Named) yaf@providencefriends.org 

To schedule the Meetinghouse:  Bruce Shaw  scheduling@providencefriends.org  

AFSC SENE:  Martha Yager (508) 399-6699 or myager@afsc.org  or  

                                                                                     www.afsc.org/sene 

Adult Religious Education: Zona Douthit  adulted@providencefriends.org 

Elizabeth Bonner Zimmerman 

  

  

 

 

 
Prayer at Sunrise 

James Weldon Johnson, 1871 – 1938 
 
Now thou art risen, and thy day begun. 

How shrink the shrouding mists before thy face, 
As up thou spring’st to thy diurnal race! 
How darkness chases darkness to the west, 
As shades of l ight on light rise radiant from thy crest! 

For thee, great source of strength, emblem of might, 
In hours of darkest gloom there is no night. 
 
Thou shinest on though clouds hide thee from sight, 

And through each break thou sendest down thy light. 
O greater Maker of this Thy great sun, 
Give me the strength this one day’s race to run, 

Fi l l  me with l ight, fi l l  me with sun-like strength, 
Fil l  me with joy to rob the day its length. 
Light from within, l ight that will  outward shine, 
Strength to make strong some weaker heart than mine, 

Joy to make glad each soul that feels its touch; 
Great Father of the sun, I ask this much. 
      --from Poets.org 
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Newsletter of  
Providence Monthly Meeting of the  

Religious Society of Friends 
99 Morris Avenue 
Providence, RI  02906 

 Meeting for Worship each Sunday 

Providence:   10:00 am             Saylesville: 10:30 am 

Conanicut: 10:30 am (Jamestown Meetinghouse) 

First Day School, Providence - Sunday.  Children join 

Meeting for Worship from 10:00-10:15 am and then proceed 

to First Day School from 10:15-11:00 am. 

Other Meetings for Worship (All welcome): 

Monday - 12:30pm - Moses Brown Upper School 

Tuesday - 7pm - Young Adult Friends  

        (yaf@providencefriends.org) 

Wednesday - 8:25am - Moses Brown Lower School 

Wednesday - 9:40am - Moses Brown Middle School 

Wednesday - 10-11:30am 2nd & 4th Wed’s - Saylesville 

Thursday - Noon-12:45 pm  Brown University in  

         J. Walter Wilson room 411 

Potluck, Providence - each First Sunday 

Sing-along, Saylesville – 11:30 am each First Sunday 

Meeting for Business 

Providence:  Second Sunday of each month at 12:00pm  

Saylesville:  Second Sunday of each month at 9:30am  

 

AFSC SENE Support Committee - Second Tuesday, 6:30-

9:00 pm  Volunteers needed and welcome.   

Call (508) 399-6699 
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